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Seriously Practical Things: Unicorns, Giants, and Game-making 

Welcome! We are excited to serve up this latest issue of the Journal of Applied 
Instructional Design (JAID). This issue we present novel solutions to the challenge of generative 

learning in diverse authentic contexts. This is a very practical issue.  
 
How is this for practical?  You will read about giants and unicorns and students creating 

games to learn.  
 
Interestingly, you will read about effective instruction with pre-service teachers from two 

different perspectives.  I hope you find both the description of the learning experience of the 
teachers, and the idea that preparing instructors prior to their instruction interesting. We can 
design great instruction, but if it is delivered poorly, the design is of little impact.   

 
Check out our new regular feature, REALDESIGN.  In our effort to make this journal 

useful to practicing instructional designers, each issue we will be calling on experts in our field to 

share their real-life experiences with you. How do they practically do the things they say we 
should all do?  Where have they blown it?  How do you really do instructional design?  Our first 
installments of this feature will be led by the authors of the upcoming eighth edition of Designing 
Effective Instruction.  I’m excited about this feature because we take the theoretical and we take 
the models and we essentially say, “this is how you really do that.”   

 

We close with an essay by yours truly describing my own experiences with giants in our 
field, and models of a generous professionalism.  I must say that I have met some of these giants 
in ways you would not want to emulate. For example, I hope he doesn’t remember this, but I met 
Michael Molenda when I was ordering him around thinking he was a graduate student my office 
had employed. It is a long story, but suffice it to say, we talked on the phone a few times and he 
did everything I told him to do. He was actually a great graduate assistant (only he wan’t). But 

enough of that for now. If you are interested, please read and enjoy.  
 
What is our responsibility to our profession? Or, perhaps better, what is our continuing joy 

towards it?  How do we make it better?    
 
I’m always amazed by the diversity of our authors and the wide range of topics they 

address, take a moment to notice that in this issue.  
 
Ours is an amazing journey… we get to creatively, systematically, imaginatively, and with 

developed discipline design the experiences that lead people to great accomplishment.  It is 
psychology, it is communications, it is art, it is discipline, and it is expert judgment.  It is science 
and evidence and the human experience. What we do is pretty cool, enjoy it! 

 
Best to you, Don    

Editorial 

Don Robison, Ph.D., CPT 
Eastern Virginia Medical School 
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2018 AECT International Convention 

Learning for All 

Kansas City, Missouri 
October 23 - October 27  2018  
 
Workshop Sessions: Tuesday, October 23; Wednesday, October 24; and Saturday 
October 27  
Concurrent Sessions, Posters, Panels & Roundtable: October 24 - October 27  

http://jaidpub.org/



